
ROOF WATERPROOFING

Roof Waterproofing in Singapore: Do You
Need Approval?
By DirectHome Team Updated 15 September 2026 4 min read Explore our roof waterproofing service ↗

Whether roof work needs approval depends on what is changing. Renewing waterproofing on an
existing roof is different from altering its structure, shape or use. Have the project team identify the
proposed work and the requirements that apply before starting, especially when a leak repair is being
combined with a larger renovation.

Need advice for your home? WhatsApp our team ↗
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Describe the work before approvals

What is changing on the roof?

Existing surface
and details
being renewed

Structure, loads
profile or roof
use also change

Have the full scope reviewed
before treating it as routine work.

Describe changes to the structure, load, profile and roof use before asking which approvals the project requires.
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Separate Routine Repair from Associated Building Works

Existing finish

Membrane work

Existing structure

Work to an existing membrane has a different scope from changes to the supporting structure.

A straightforward surface repair may qualify as minor work, but 'waterproofing' does not establish an
exemption for every item in a roof project. A proposal can also include screed removal, altered
drainage or changes to the roof structure. Have the actual work assessed before assuming no
submission is required.

Give the contractor and, where needed, the Qualified Person a written scope separating the
membrane work from changes to coverings, supports, screed and access. That makes any approval
question concrete and avoids discovering additional requirements after work has begun.
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When BCA Approval Becomes Necessary

Added
load

Changed
use

New roof features widen the assessment

Added loads or changed roof use widen the scope that needs assessment.

Structural alterations, changes to roof use or additional loads need assessment before ordering work.
Converting a roof into a terrace, adding planters or altering a concrete slab can raise questions beyond
the waterproofing itself. Ask the Qualified Person to identify the applicable building and structural
requirements.

If your waterproofing job includes adding screed beyond a routine thickness, building new planters or
seating walls on the roof, or any structural reinforcement, your contractor should flag the BCA
implications during the quote stage.

A recoat that changes only the protective surface and a project that adds a planted roof may both be
sold as waterproofing. The latter can introduce retained water, soil and other loads, as well as different
drainage and access. Those additional effects are why the work description must reach beyond the
product being applied. The professional assessment can then identify which parts are routine repair
and which need a separate design or approval decision.

Want an exact price for your home?

Ranges only go so far. WhatsApp us a photo of your space and we'll quote your actual job. No
obligation.
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WhatsApp usTry the free cost estimator

URA, Not Just BCA

Roof profile and added features

Check planning controls for the site

Changes to the roof profile or added features need the property's planning controls checked.

Planning permission is a separate question from BCA approval. Added roof structures or a change of
use may be subject to URA controls, exemptions and site-specific conditions. Do not assume that an
exemption for membrane work extends to a pergola or new roof feature.

Some conservation areas and good class bungalow zones have additional rules around roof
modifications. If your home is in one of those areas, mention it to the contractor before any work starts.
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Strata-Titled Properties

A roof can cross property boundaries

Private unit Private unit

Roof boundary to establish

Check plans, title and management rules.

A roof above a private unit may involve shared property. Establish the boundary from the relevant plans and
management rules.

In a strata development, identify whether the roof or affected element is common property before
arranging work. Where the MCST is responsible, discuss the inspection and repair through the
managing agent. Responsibility and funding should follow the actual strata arrangements rather than
an assumption based on where the roof sits.

Check your strata title plan and management corporation rules. If the roof is yours but the parapet or
external wall is common, you will need MCST approval before any waterproofing work that affects
those elements.
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Working Hours and Noise Rules

Noisy
work

Agreed
access

Confirm site rules before scheduling

Confirm the applicable working arrangements and access restrictions before scheduling noisy work.

Noise restrictions depend on the work and premises. NEA regulates construction noise, while HDB
and strata-management renovation conditions can involve separate rules. Ask the contractor to
confirm the applicable limits and permitted schedule; a single weekday-and-Saturday timetable is not a
universal rule for Singapore roofs.

Discuss grinding, hacking and drilling with adjoining households before work begins. Put the noisy-
work periods and contact person in the project plan. Advance notice helps neighbours prepare but
does not replace compliance with the applicable restrictions.

Use the agreed scope to separate the treatment costs from other building work. Roof Waterproofing Cost in
Singapore: Complete Breakdown →

DIRECTHOME · https://directhome.com.sg/blog/roof-waterproofing-bca-requirements 7 / 9

https://directhome.com.sg/images/editorial/2026-09-14/section-first/roofs-gates/archive--roof-waterproofing-bca-requirements--05.svg
https://directhome.com.sg/images/editorial/2026-09-14/section-first/roofs-gates/archive--roof-waterproofing-bca-requirements--05.svg
https://www.nea.gov.sg/our-services/pollution-control/noise-pollution/construction-noise-control/frequently-asked-questions-%28faqs%29
https://directhome.com.sg/blog/roof-waterproofing-cost-singapore
https://directhome.com.sg/blog/roof-waterproofing-cost-singapore
https://directhome.com.sg/blog/roof-waterproofing-cost-singapore
https://directhome.com.sg/blog/roof-waterproofing-bca-requirements


How DirectHome Handles Permits

Proposed roof
work

Site
restrictions

Required
clearances

Confirm before
work

The proposed work and site restrictions determine which clearances need to be resolved.

When discussing the project with DirectHome, separate routine waterproofing from any structural or
planning changes. Confirm who assesses permissions and who makes any required submissions. An
initial conversation cannot replace a project-specific decision by the responsible professional.

Send a description of the proposed work, the property type and available roof plans. Include planned
changes in use or added equipment, because these can change the scope beyond repairing a leak.
Resolve the approval route before authorising those alterations.

More on roof waterproofing

Article Water Pooling on Your Roof? Waterproofing Alone May Not Fix It

Article Can Roof Waterproofing Be Done in the Rain?

Article Roof Waterproofing Maintenance: What an Inspection Should Cover

Related service Staircase Renovation
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Our service

Roof Waterproofing for your home

Explore the service, then discuss what your home needs with our team.

View service details ↗
Still weighing your options?

Plan with the buying guide
Bring the choices, costs and questions together before deciding what to do next.

Read the roof waterproofing buying guide →

More roof waterproofing articles →

Ready to discuss your home? WhatsApp our team or request a quote.
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